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Rise in meat and chicken prices
unlikely to ease soon - minister

By Correspondent James Kandoya

CONSUMERS  across Tanzania  will
continue digging deep into their pockets o
put beef and chicken on the table because
the factors behind the ongoing scarcity
and consequent price hikes are unlikely to
disappear soon, according to official sources.

Livestock and  Fisheries  minister
Mashimba Ndaki told The Guardian in an
interview vesterday that meat prices have
risen partly following an increase in demand

induced by exportation to the Gulf states and
implementation of various development
projects in the country.

He aributed the shortage of chicken 1o
low production locally and a decline in the
importation of day-old chicks.

In Dar es Salaam a kilo of meat previously
poing [or between 6,000/- and 6,500/- now

As a result, many local
abattoirs and butcheries
naturally end up with too
few head of cattle for
slaughter and too little
meat for sale, respectively

costs between 8,000/- and 9.000/-, while
broiler chickens have become a scarce
commodity.

“We hope that the price of meat will
go down by February next year,” the
minister said, adding: “As for chicken, we
have issued importation permits to (wo
big dealers who are expected to ship in
1.600,000 chicks in the middle of next
month.”

He noted that two companies, one with
ready to import T00.000 chicks and the
other 900,000 chicks, will increase the
supply of chicks in the country.

He further explained that the second
consignment  of imported  chicks s
expected by roundabout mid-December,
effectively curting the operating costs
poultry keepers currently commonly

TURN 10 PAGE 2

Scanned with CamScanner



———

#Eﬁfﬁ: =awy
incur.

Minister Ndaki also noted thar
relief in the Severity of the Covid-19
pandemic has occasioned a rise
in demand for meat from Gulf
countries,

This, he said, has a big impact on
the availability and prices of meat
in Tanzania “bu; the government s
working hard to turp things around-,

Some butchery owners and
Aendants contacted for comment

‘delling  rheir  canle - w  dealers

CXpOrting meat to the Gulf states to
serving the domestic market owing
to the huge difference in prices on
offer,
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"As a resulr, many local abatoirs
and butcheries naturally end up
with too few head of caitle for
slaughter and too little mear for
sale, respectively.” one local dealer
said, adding thar was what chiefly
explained the current shortage or

© said drat most herders now pPrefer * mear'and the rse in mear prices. "

"He'ruled out the lovi! of lvies aind
taxes charged on the business as g
reason for the rise in the prices of
meat and chicken.

A committee formed recenrly
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o evaluate the availability of
chickens called on the government
to extend a special import permir
relating to the hatching of egas
and supply of day-old chicks for
the next three months to ease the
CUrreny seq rcity.
| rhig was amonyr the' committeps
recommendations ollowing  {he
dSsessment, carried OUL across the
entre poultry value chain in the
country,

The tommittee reported that the
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shortage of day-old chicks would |
Persist across the country, with the | |
Covid-19 pandemic having made [t
major poultry farms fail to meet |
production targets. I| W
There are fears thar e supply | in
of grandparent poultry stock and -
Usiress . i ges [ o
COUT Soon coflapse tifone urgent | ho:

remedial measures are taker, | my
The prevailing challenges pre | 1h
blamed for Increases in running | les

COsts particularly for poultry,
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